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    Dr Wayne Somerville 
    Kyogle NSW 2474 
    Phone/fax 0266333158 
     waynes@bordernet.com.au 

 
21 February 2012 
 
The Hon. Barry O'Farrell, MP 
Premier of New South Wales 
Level 40 Governor Macquarie Tower 
1 Farrer Place 
SYDNEY NSW 2000 
 
Dear Premier, 
 
RE: Proposed Coal Seam Gas Industrialisation of the Northern Rivers of NSW 
 
We people of the Northern Rivers, and our friends across Australia, call on you to 
immediately end Coal Seam Gas mining activities in the Northern Rivers. 
 
Coal seam gas fields should never be built on land where people live or farm, or in 
environmentally precious areas.  The previous Labor government should never have allowed 
CSG exploration in the Northern Rivers.  Your government needs to correct the former Labor 
government’s disastrous CSG policies.   
 
Laws that protect landowners and the environment have been compromised.  The right to 
mine minerals should not sanction damage to the property, environment and lifestyle of 
people who live on and own the surface.  We want a return to a rule of law and application of 
the precautionary principle that properly protects our land, our native forests and wildlife, our 
water and air, our rights and our communities.   
 
It is a fiction that coal seam gas mining is compatible with agriculture and tourism industries.  
It is clear from the Queensland experience that the coal seam gas industry cannot coexist with 
healthy rural communities and landscapes.  The CSG mining problem cannot be resolved by 
any bureaucratic process that seeks to ‘balance’ the interests of miners and the community, or 
by any scientific committee.   
 
The CSG issue in the Northern Rivers can only be resolved by your government adopting a 
policy that prohibits gas fields in this area.  
 
You and your government confront a dilemma.  You must chose either the extreme, radical 
plan of the petroleum companies and the former Labor Government to turn the Northern 
Rivers into gas fields, or the conservative, responsible option, supported by the majority of 
citizens, of protecting this area’s thriving rural communities and World Heritage natural 
environments.   
 
CSG industrialisation of the Northern Rivers would result in landscapes marred by a spider’s 
web of wells, pipes, roads, camps, fences and toxic ponds.  Thousands of wells would for the 
next 20 years bring vast quantities of salty contaminated water to the surface, release toxic 
fumes and smoke into the atmosphere, damage aquifer and surface water systems and inflict 
24 hour a day noise and light pollution on rural communities.   
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Citizens would lose their right to the ‘quiet enjoyment’ of their land and the right to control 
access to their properties.  They would suffer a CSG associated loss in land value that is in 
effect a cruel, compulsory transfer of wealth from farming families to mining companies.   
 
Such destruction of property, lifestyle and prospects would inevitably result in widespread 
distress, mental health problems, social disruption and political turmoil. 
 
By contrast, the conservative policy of keeping the Northern Rivers as a productive rural 
region of high biodiversity and conservation value would bring inestimable benefits that far 
outweigh any financial gain for the NSW government from CSG mining once the five year 
exemption on royalties expires. 
 
The renowned World Heritage rainforests and the waterways of this region are all sustained 
by aquifer fed springs.  For most of humankind, our water would be priceless, but now our 
water systems are put at risk by CSG mining.  Our farmers can grow good, healthy food for 
this country and the rest of the world forever.   
 
The Northern Rivers’ clean water, good soil and healthy rural communities are going to be the 
most precious commodities in the world, bar none, in coming decades.  But now CSG mining 
threatens sustainable agricultural industries that employ thousands of people. 
 
Premier O'Farrell, the previous Labor government has ensured you a place in history, but it is 
up to you how you will be remembered.   
 
There is a rapidly growing, powerful, community-wide opposition that is determined to block 
CSG activities in the Northern Rivers.  These citizens will not back away from their 
responsibility to protect the country they love.  Their opposition is non-violent but non-
negotiable.  For the sake of their families, their country and their future they will stop CSG in 
the Northern Rivers.   
 
The NSW Labor Party knows that opposition to CSG is gaining momentum so they now seek 
to benefit politically by publicly opposing the industry that they inflicted on the people of 
NSW and you inherited.   
 
If you choose to support mining company interests over those of the community, you will 
confront an unprecedented storm of protest and anger.  You will be personally blamed for the 
CSG debacle, and your place in history will become one of infamy.  You would be 
remembered as the Premier who tried unsuccessfully to turn the Northern Rivers into gas 
fields. 
 
However, if you act to protect the Northern Rivers from CSG industrialisation, you will be 
remembered as a conservative Liberal statesman who put people and principles before mining 
company profits. 
 
Your colleague, Campbell Newman, has shown the way forward by declaring that if he 
becomes the Premier of Queensland, there will be no CSG activity in certain areas including 
the Scenic Rim.  Mr Newman said that the Scenic Rim was for recreation, tourism and 
farming, and CSG mining has no place there.  He warned mining companies with current 
exploration licences that they would be wasting their money if they continued to work in this 
area because he would not be granting any production licences.   
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Similarly, you could deny approval for Metgasco’s proposed CSG pipeline from the Northern 
Rivers to Queensland and their power station in Casino, and warn the mining companies that 
their current exploration permits will not lead to production licences in this area.  
 
As our Premier, you carry the hopes of NSW citizens who seek to conserve our great 
agricultural industries, our rural communities, and our beautiful, rich and rare country. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
Dr Wayne Somerville B.A.(Hons.), M.Clin.Psych., D.Psy 
 
This letter has been endorsed by the following organisations: 
 
Northern Rivers Guardians 
Keerrong Gas Squad 
Rock Valley Gas Rangers 
Kyogle Group Against Gas 
Richmond Valley Group Against Gas  
Kyogle Real Estate and Kyogle Property and Livestock 
Harrison and Co Pty Ltd Kyogle 
North Coast Environment Council 
Far North Coast Branch of the National Parks Association 
Nimbin Neighbourhood and Information Centre 
Nimbin Environment Centre 
Climate Change Australia - Clarence Branch 
Byron Environment Centre 
Byron Saving Australia’s Natural Environment 
Doctors for the Environment Australia Inc. 
EcoNetwork - Port Stephens Inc. 
Wollombi Valley Against Gas Extraction 
Friends of Felton 
Gloucester Environment Group  
Householders' Options to Protect the Environment 
Friends of the Koala, Inc. 
Kyogle Quaker Worshipping Group 
Kyogle Local Reconciliation Group 
Eco Media Production Group - Coffs Harbour 
 
 
 


