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I would like to talk about the current situation we confront in the Northern Rivers. 
 
I don't think that we can count on the political process to protect and save us.   
 
There has been “positive” news of late, but statements against CSG have all been made by 
politicians who have little real power to change things.  Tony Windsor’s money for CSG 
research is likely to turn into the kind of endless debate about science that has bedeviled the 
climate change issue.  The effect will be to allow the miners more time to sink their teeth into 
this area.  Those in control are not backing down at all. 
 
Some of the politicians and mining executives who support CSG are amoral people obsessed 
by their own self-interest who have no regard for others.  Some CSG supporters are just 
ignorant.  Some are evil and ignorant.   
 
But all these people are disconnected � alienated from Mother Nature and the Earth that 
supports us all.  They think that food comes from a Woolworth’s store.  They don’t know 
what is actually involved in growing things.  
 
They have no idea of what it will be like in Casino when prevailing winds bring a cloud of 
volatile chemicals from the 30 acre, plastic lined evaporation pond that will be built near the 
Showground.   
 
They wouldn't know how big a 30 acre plastic lined evaporation pond actually is.  Unlike 
country people, they cannot imagine what the Casino power station and evaporation pond will 
look like when it is inundated in a flood.   
 
Country people know how tall a 30m tree really is.  Country people do not need scientists to 
tell them that it is an extremely dodgy idea to pump water, diesel, and toxic chemicals at a 
pressure sufficient to cut through concrete, some 1,000 to 1,500m down a hole that has been 
drilled through aquifers.   
 
The call for science to evaluate this process is ridiculous.  Common sense, the kind of 
understanding that all country people have, is all you need to know that this should never be 
allowed in the Northern Rivers.  
 
Australia has never confronted an environmental and social threat like the coal seam gas 
assault.  It is as if we have hundreds of “Terania Creeks” and “Franklin Rivers” springing up 
across the country.  
 
To win the CSG war, we need a decisive victory, a battle that turns the tide.  The Northern 
Rivers is where such a battle has to be fought and won.  If the Northern Rivers falls, then 
Australia is in for a terrible time.  Stopping CSG in the Northern Rivers will make success 
easier elsewhere. 
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Victory will require blockading of multiple sites over a protracted period of time.  Successful 
blockades require enormous time and effort to protect just one site.  Fighting on many fronts 
could burn out our people before victory is achieved. 
 
If it is going to come down to direct action, then our best option is to bring the issue to a head 
as soon as possible.  Timely action is required – our chances of success diminish as the CSG 
industry moves from exploration to production, permits are granted and multinationals take 
over the local start-up companies. 
 
Projects such as the pipeline through Kyogle across the Border Ranges, or along any other 
route, must be stopped because they would open up all of the Northern Rivers to CSG. 
 
Any effective challenge would need to be backed up by support from people in other areas, 
both in person and through pledges to support blockades.  We have a growing network of 
anti-CSG groups within the Lock The Gate Alliance.  When brought together with a unified 
purpose and determination, these groups will become an irresistible force. 
 
Hopefully, a “symbolic blockade” and challenge would persuade the ruling politicians to 
come to their senses, save the Northern Rivers, and be heroes, before it is too late.   
 
Even if the event did not succeed in directly reversing government policy, it would still be 
worthwhile because it would galvanise our groups, give them a focus for their efforts, and 
prepare us all for the battles ahead. 
 
I want to share some ideas that have come out of my discussions with people about how we 
can bring this issue to a head.    
 
 Some ideas about naming the event 
 Location of the event   
 Advertising and promotion 
 Preparation for blockading 
 The Declaration 
 
The event would feature a declaration, our demand that the government remove all CSG 
activity from the Northern Rivers.  Such a statement would have to be something that people 
from all walks of life could agree to. 
 
For the purposes of discussion, here is my draft of what such a statement might look like. 
Please critique it as harshly as you can.  Create your own versions. 
 
“We people of the Northern Rivers unite with our friends across Australia to declare that we 
will drive the Coal Seam Gas industry out of the Northern Rivers and all our country.”   
 
“We are patriotic Australians, from all walks of life and all political persuasions.  We accept 
our responsibility to protect the country we love.  We demand a return to the rule of law that 
treats everyone fairly and as equals.  CSG mining will not be exempt from laws that protect 
our water, our land, our rights, and our communities.”   
 
“Our national anthem reminds us that ‘our land abounds in nature’s gifts, of beauty rich and 
rare’ and we have ‘golden soil and wealth for toil’.  Our soil is like gold.  With work, our  
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country can produce perpetual wealth; growing good, healthy food, for ever.  For most of 
humankind, our water would be priceless.”   
 
“But now a greedy, lazy few think that they can destroy our soil, our water and our food 
security for their easy profit.  No sweat or toil for them in their air-conditioned offices as their 
machines punch through our soil and aquifers to inject the earth with toxic chemicals.”   
 
“The CSG vandals know exactly what they are doing.  They know exactly the damage they 
are causing.  They know how to corrupt and buy political power.  They might think that they 
can poison our water and land to slake their obscene greed, but it is not going to happen.”     
 
“Today we declare, the Northern Rivers will not be turned into a gas field.  There will be no 
pipeline taking gas to communist China.  We will not allow them to destroy our country and 
our lives.  This toxic industry has no place here or anywhere that people live.”   
 
“Our land is beautiful, rich and rare, and we are determined to conserve it for all time.  For all 
Australians, the Northern Rivers will be saved.  This is where the tide turns.  This is where we 
draw the line.”    
 
“We demand that the NSW Government end all CSG activity in the Northern Rivers.  No 
exploration.  No production.  No pipeline.  Not now.  Not ever.” 
 
“If our Government fails us, we will not shirk our duty to protect our country.  We are many 
and we are strong.  We are organised and ready.  Our opposition is non-violent and non-
negotiable.” 
 
“The Northern Rivers will be saved.  We will Advance Australia Fair.” 


